Minutes of the Communication and Publications Committee

Melbourne, Australia

The CPC meeting was held on the morning of July 7, 2010 in conjunction with the final meeting of the EC. Updates added February, 2011.
Sage Negotiations (Peter Smith)

Peter Smith is talking to Will Schweitzer by phone and email.  Two issues have been agreed on so far: JCCP will go to 8 issues per year and Sage will provide increased monetary support for the editorial process.  Sage conducted a meeting offsite this week to discuss our proposal.  David Matsumoto asked if the word count would also increase in the 8-issue schedule.  Update: yes.  David asked if the increased reimbursements would be sent directly to the editor’s office or through the Association.  Update: through the Association.  A discussion ensued about whether IACCP would receive additional royalty funds due to the 8 issue schedule. The manner in which WWU will respond to Sage’s buyout offer was discussed.  Update: WWU rejected the offer.  Walt reviewed the history of the JCCP sale to Sage and noted that 2013-2014 would be the appropriate point at which to make a change if negotiations between Sage and WWU fail.

JCCP Report (David Matsumoto)

A report submitted by David Matsumoto is attached.

About 50% of submitted articles are rejected by David before review, “desktop rejections” due to poor methodology or unsuitability to the masthead policy.  

A discussion of the impact factor problem ensued. David noted that the higher 2006 IF was an anomaly due to the citing of just one paper, but that we look better in the 5-year IF ratings.  Kwok Leung suggested that the IF would drop when we go to 8 issues.  Sharon Glazer suggested that we need to determine what people want to read; Peter proposed that the download data would provide this information.  185,000 papers were downloaded in 2009.  Over 5000 institutions include JCCP in their electronic holdings.  Book reviews have been dropped because they lower the IF. Sharon asked if we are rejecting papers that would be hot topics but the authors need mentoring on methodology to meet JCCP standards.  Heidi asked if we can increase the number of developmental psychology papers.  Kwok  suggesting sending JCCP Tables of Contents to discussion lists.  Bill Gabrenya suggested that the Journal editorial assistant be given the job of distributing TOCs; David suggested that this activity could added in future negotiations for his contract with IACCP.

Special issues were discussed.  Peter noted that the publication lag is now 15 months, so we must not commission any new special issues until the publication lag is reduced.  Walt informed the committee that four more special issues are in preparation, but by mid- to late-2011, no more special issues will be the pipeline and a decision about new special issues will be made.  Special issues in the future much involve hot topics.  Due to a 25 year tradition, Walt would no like to see JCCP become only a repository for empirical papers.

Jim Georgas pointed out that JCCP publishes cultural psychology papers, but they are not identifiable and should be collected in a special section.  Bill asked for a definition of “cultural psychology.”  David will look for section editors as well as Action Editors.

Bulletin Report (Bill Gabrenya)

See attached report.

Bill and Peter discussed Bill’s transition out of the Bulletin editor position.  Bill presented several scenarios for changes to the Bulletin, including some online options, which are developed in detail in a second report, titled Future of the Bulletin report.

ORPC Report (Peter Smith)

Peter reported that Wolfgang Friedlmeier will be ORPC editor and Walt, Chuck Hill, and another person will be on the editorial board.  Update: two additional board members are Michael Bender and Emiko Kashima.  Bill demonstrated the new ORPC website, which is based on a content management system called Joomla that allows non-technical people to add and edit chapters.

Internet Services Report (Bill Gabrenya)

See attached report

Bill discussed plans to move the two IACCP websites to a single site using a technology that could be administered by a hired webmaster if necessary.  He demonstrated an incomplete version of the new site based on a free content management  system called Drupal.  Update: the completed system uses a combination of Drupal, php code, and a Filemaker interface to member records.

Some additional website features were discussed, for example a forum in which members could ask methodology questions of the Association’s methods experts.

Composition of the CPC

The new Constitution provides for one rather than two at-large members.  The terms of the current at-large members, Ron Fischer and Nathalie van Meurs, have ended.  Segar Bruegelman has agreed to be the new at-large member.

Chair of the CPC

Peter will continue as CPC chair while Sage negotiations proceed, but wants to relinquish it by the end of 2010.  The committee decided not to discuss potential candidates at this meeting.  Update: Peter is still the chair.
Editor of JCCP

The committee discussed the extension of David's term as editor. Peter proposed that we should renew the term for a period that ends at a Congress.  Sharon presented an APA editor contract for reference.  Heidi suggested that we should appoint a cultural psychologist as editor in the future to increase interaction with cultural psychologists.  Peter noted that it is the purview of the CPC to write a job description for the new editor position and have it approved by the EC.  A motion to give David a new 3-year term to end in June, 2013 was passed unanimously. 
Publication Budgets

The JCCP budget of $14,000 per year was approved by the CPC.
Closing Remarks

Kwok, as incoming President, thanked everyone for their hard work, and thanked Heidi Keller for her great service to the Association during her term as President.

