Communications and Publications Committee Report to the Executive Committee

Concerning Meetings and Discussions in Spetses, Greece, July 2006

Bill Gabrenya

The Communications and Publications Committee met on Wednesday, July 12 and on Friday, July 14 during the Spetses Congress.  A formal meeting of the entire committee could not be arranged, and much of the committee's business was discussed prior to these meetings in the Executive Committee meetings that took place on Monday and Tuesday.

The chair of the committee, Bill Gabrenya, presented two reports to the EC (attached). The minutes of the EC meeting, taking by Klaus Boehnke, indicate the decisions made the EC in response to these reports.

Wednesday, July 12, Meeting of the Committee

At its Wednesday meeting, the two reports were presented to the EC members who were present (Heidi Keller, Dharm Bhawuk, Nathalie van Meurs, Ron Fischer).  The committee endorsed the EC's decision to reduce the Bulletin to two printed issues per year and abandon the library-oriented cover date system in favor of cover dates tied to actual publication dates.  The future of online projects was discussed, including the future of the Online Directory and the possibility of distributing responsibility for some of the online projects to other members.  Walt Lonner and Fons van de Vijver joined the meeting following the conclusion of the JCCP Editorial Board meeting.  The expanded committee discussed the immediate and long term governance of JCCP.  It was decided that the immediate need to secure a new editor would proceed in line with the following resolution:

The position of the Communications and Publications Committee of the IACCP is that the editorial succession of Fons van de Vijver shall proceed as follows:

Walt Lonner, acting as Founding Editor, shall consult with the JCCP editorial board to select an editor to succeed Fons van de Vijver in 2007.  Walt will submit this choice to the Executive Committee for its approval.  The procedure applies only to this succession; future successions will be conducted in accordance with the JCCP governance plan developed by the Association during 2007.

The committee also proposed the appointment of an ad hoc committee to work on a governance plan for JCCP prior to the Mexico regional conference in 2007.

Friday, July 14, Workshop

The committee presented a workshop, "Using the Internet to Enhance Scholarly Communication in the IACCP," on the Spetses Congress program.  The purpose of the workshop was to obtain member feedback on the Association's current online activitsies and to get feedback on some new proposals.  Committee members who attended the event included Walt Lonner, Bill Gabrenya, Ron Fischer, and Nathalie van Meurs.  The workshop was poorly attended, despite an attempt to publicize its changed time and place, and turned out to be a committee meeting in most respects.  Bill Gabrenya presented current online projects, such as the web site, directory, and new eBook sites.  Walt Lonner talked about the history and prospects of his Online Readings in Psychology and Culture (ORPC) site, Nathalie van Meurs discussed the two online conferences that she organized, and Ron Fischer discussed his proposal for an online image library for teaching.

Walt proposed that the IACCP assume responsibility for the ORPC, and suggested several directions in which it could expand its content.  The primary issue would be determining who would perform the editorial work required to assure quality articles.  The possibility of integrating a Wiki into the ORPC site was raised.  

Nathalie illustrated the success of the online conferences and suggested that such conferences require a strong but narrow theme to attract attention and participation.  Some potential themes for future online conferences include indigenous psychology and research methods.

Ron proposed that the teaching of cross-cultural psychology would be enhanced by creating a searchable online library of images for presentation in classrooms or as supplements to other teaching materials.  The image library would include extensive commentary to place the photographs in context.

Some new ideas that attracted attention in the meeting included:

· An electronic journal, perhaps based on or linked to ORPC

· A video library of prominent people discussing their work

· A powerpoint library as a teaching resource for new cross-cultural instructors

· A "Wikicultura" --  A wiki that IACCP members would help build as a resource to the community

· The need for a film that presents the field to undergraduates

