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Course Content

This module concentrates on the study of human behavior and experience as it
occurs in different cultures and/or is influenced by cultural factors. Special
attention is devoted to cross-cultural research methodology. The generality or
universality of psychological laws and theories is challenged, and the distinction
between emic and etic constructs and measurements is introduced and applied to
psychological enquiry. The course will cover a wide range of psychological topics
including indigenous psychologies.

The course is divided into three major parts.

I Introduction and Overview: Theoretical and Methodological Issues in Cross-
cultural Psychology

This component considers the what, why and how of cross-cultural
psychology. Cross-cultural psychology is distinguished from cultural psychology
and from psychological anthropology. The meaning and measurement of
culture are discussed as well as the relevance of psychology and cross-cultural
theory and research in non-Western countries. The development of indigenous
psychologies is given particular attention. In addition, cross-cultural research
methods are highlighted with emphasis on conceptual, linguistic, stimuli,
functional and metric equivalence, and the role of replication in cross-cultural
studies is evaluated.

II Selected Topics in Cross-cultural Research

This component looks at various psychological processes and phenomena
across cultures. Examples have included attribution; individualism and
collectivism; expression, recognition and phenomenology of emotion;
perception and optical illusions; gender roles; psychopathology; altered states of
consciousness and mental health; intelligence; moral reasoning; modernization;
etc. Students are encouraged to suggest topics of interest.

III Applications in Cross-cultural Research

This component looks at applied aspects of cross-cultural research. Topics
may include the diagnosis and treatment of mental disorders across cultures; the
development of educational programs, cross-cultural communication; cross-
cultural management; training programs for cross-cultural transitions, etc.



Course Format and Assessment

PL4210 meets twice a week and is conducted in informal seminar fashion.
The course is primarily dependent upon student involvement and participation.
In addition to seminars, films and various exercises form important components
of the course.

Students will undertake two pieces of continual assessment, each worth
15%. The first is a critical literature review of a selected area of cross-cultural
research. The second is an applied piece of work involving either research or
program design.
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Berry, J.W. (July, 1994). On the unity of the field: Variations and communalities
in understanding human behavior in a cultural context. Paper presented
at the XXIII International Congress of Applied Psychology. Madrid, Spain.
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psychology. Cambridge University Press. (Chapter 16- Psychology and the
developing world)

Misra, & Gergen, K. (1993). On the place of culture in the psychological sciences.
International Journal of Psychology, 28, 225-43.

Moghaddam, F. (1990). Modulative and generative orientations in psychology:
Implications for Psychology in the Three Worlds. Journal of Social Issues,
46, 21-41.

Indigenous Psychologies

Ho, D.E.Y. (1990). Asian psychology: An East-West dialogue on indigenization
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psychology (pp. 43-84). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Shweder, R. (1990). Cultural psychology- what is it? in J. Stigler, R. Shweder & G.
Herdt (Eds.), Cultural psychology (pp. 1-46). Cambridge: Cambridge
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